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P.O. Box 10127 
Southport, NC 28461 
Phone: (910) 279-4616 
E-mail: info@downtownsouthport.com  
Web: www.DowntownSouthport.com

DSI Mission Statement 
Downtown Southport, Inc. is a non-profit volun-
teer independent organization. It is dedicated 
to preserving the heritage and charm of South-
port. We encourage and support preservation 
projects, cultural activities, education programs, 
and tourism making the downtown Southport 
area a vital, vibrant, year-round community for 
citizens and guests.

Downtown Southport, Inc.  
Board of Directors 

Randy Jones / President 
Pam Lewis / Vice President 
Dottie Nixa / Secretary 
Peggy Popelars / Treasurer 
Tish Hatem / Ex Officio 
Linda Pukenas / Emeritus 
Marion Martin / Festivals and Market Chair 
Ellie DeYoung 
Paul Fisher 
Emily Humphreys 
Sharon Lightbourne 
Dina Rousset 
Mary Ellen Watts Poole 
Joanne Wesson

Content for the DSI Newsletter is due by the 
20th of the month preceding issue date. Please  
provide any announcements or ads in pdf or jpg 
format. 

Judy Beers 
Newsletter Editor 

judy@southcoastnc.com

Time to take a stroll through 

Downtown Southport and 

experience the amazing time 

of the year where we welcome in 

summer. As our community opens its 

doors to many visitors, we who are 

lucky enough to live here get to 

experience this season that makes 

Southport so special. 

     DSI has been very busy planning 

our events and sponsorships for 

2026 as we continue our mission in 

support of all Southport and the 

Downtown district has to offer. With 

the Second Annual Southport Arts 

May-nia event planned for May 22nd 

& 23rd we cannot wait to work again 

with Brunswick Community College, 

Southport Garden Club, Southport 

Unity Committee, Caswell Avenue 

Community Garden, Up Your Arts, 

Southport Historical Society and 

Cape Fear Radio. It is a pleasure to 

host and highlight the arts and these 

nonprofit groups and organizations 

that enhance the quality of life for our 

community. 

     DSI is proud to once again 

support the North Carolina Fourth of 

July Festival with our sponsorship of 

the Naturalization Ceremony. As we 

celebrate America’s 250th Birthday it 

is heartwarming and a reminder to 

see new citizens being sworn-in, as 

we cannot take for granted our 

democracy and the history we share 

with them as a nation of immigrants 

who have brought energy, talent and 

strength to our nation. 

     Please join us on the waterfront as 

DSI kicks off the, Flag Lowering/Taps 

Ceremony that starts on Memorial 

Day and continues every evening all 

summer. 

     DSI will be one of the sponsors of 

this year’s Wooden Boat Show on 

November 7th, as we have for several 

years now as this event is Southport’s 

premier event for the Fall. 

     DSI will continue it’s co-

sponsorship with The Winterfest 

Flotilla and we are already busy with 

the planning as co-sponsors and 

partners with The Southport Historical 

Society’s Tour of Homes. This 

partnership is such a great honor for 

DSI since both groups share a 

mission to highlight Southport’s rich 

coastal history. 

     Take some time this summer and 

spend a few moments on the 

waterfront – take a deep breath and a 

long look over the water and remind 

yourself why we cherish all that is 

Southport.     n

Randy Jones

Letter from the 
President 
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Southport WinterFest Holiday Tea
(Presenting Sponsors:    
Robert Ruark Society and       
the City of Southport)
Saturday, December 7, 1 p.m. 
Southport Community Building, 223 E. Bay St.
An enchanting afternoon with special holiday 
entertainment.  Tickets: $40 each 

Pet Holiday Party with Santa
(Sponsored by The Sergei Foundation)
Sunday, December 8
2 - 4 p.m. - Free
Keziah Park
Includes treats, games, prizes, photo op 
with Santa! 

South Brunswick High School 
Choral Concert
(Sponsored by SBHS and City of Southport)
Monday, December 9
7 p.m. - Free
Southport Community Building, 223 E. Bay St.

Shop-with-a-Cop Concert
(Sponsored by  Southport Police Department)
Tuesday, December 10
5:30 p.m. - Free
Franklin Square Park
Featuring: Rev & Doc

Annual Cookie Contest
(Sponsored by The State Port Pilot)
Wednesday, December 11
3 - 5:30 p.m. - Free
Southport Community Building, 223 E. Bay St.

Supper with Santa’s Elves
(Sponsored by Southport Parks & Recreation)
Wednesday, December 11
5 7 p m $5 per child

Christmas Movie “Polar Express”
(Sponsored by Southport Parks & Recreation)
Thursday, December 12
5 - 8 p.m. - Free
Fort Johnston Garrison Lawn 

A Maritime Christmas Carol
(Sponsored by      
NC Maritime Museum at Southport)
Friday, December 13
3 p.m. at 204 E. Moore St. - Free
Visit ghosts of maritime past, present and future.

Light Up the Night         
Christmas Fire Engine Parade
(Sponsored by Southport Fire Dept.)
Friday, December 13, 
Children will board the fire engines at the 
Southport Fire Station at  5:30 p.m. Parade   
begins at 6:30 p.m.  Following the parade,     
children are invited to visit with Santa.    
Concessions available.

Winter Craft Festival
(Sponsored by Downtown Southport, Inc.)
Saturday, December 14
9 a.m. - 4 p.m., Franklin Square Park
Handmade – Home grown items 

Book Sale
(Sponsored by Friends of the Library) 
Saturday, December 14
9 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
Southport Realty, 727 N. Howe St.

Santa’s Workshop
(Sponsored by Southport Parks & Recreation)
Saturday, December 14
10 - 11 a.m. -  Free
209 Atlantic Ave., beside Southport Gym
Crafts for children

Old Brunswick County Jail Tours
(Sponsored by Southport Historical Society)
Saturday, December 14
1- 6 p.m. -  Free
Corner of Nash and Rhett St.

Christmas Tour of Homes
(Sponsored by Southport Historical Society)
Saturday, December 14
1- 6 p.m.
Tickets and maps available Nov 25th at the 
Southport Historical Society Museum Store, 
located at the Fort Johnston-Southport Museum
and Visitors’ Center, 203 E. Bay St.
Tickets: $15 in advance - $20 day of the tour

WinterFest Performing Arts
(Sponsored by Brunswick Arts Council)
Saturday, December 14
3 - 6 p.m. - Free
Southport Community Building
223 E. Bay St.  
Performing arts, singing, dancing, etc.

A Coastal Christmas
(Sponsored by 
The NC Maritime Museum at Southport)
Saturday, December 14
5 - 7 p.m. - Free
NC Maritime Museum at Southport, 204 E. Moore St. 
Crafts / activities

Christmas Flotilla
(Sponsored by Cape Fear Yacht Club,     
Downtown Southport, Inc., Southport    
Magazine, and the City of Southport)
Saturday, December 14 - Free
7 p.m. on the Southport Waterfront
Judges - Southport Elementary School Art Class 
Students.

Start your Holiday Season in Historic Downtown Southport      
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Downtown Southport, Inc. (DSI) Donate
to the Friends of the Library. 

Points of Interest
n DSI Donates to Friends of the Library   n  Fall Concert Serie
n Local Dentist Supporting our Troops     n  Upcoming Events

We are dedicated to:
• Preserving the heritage & charm of historic, downtown Southport
• Promoting & encouraging educational, cultural & preservation programs
• Promoting business, tourism & responsible growth in the downtown area
• Making downtown Southport a vital, year-round community for citizens & visitors

Since 2013, CONTRIBUTED over $2 0,000
within southport including ...
• Way Finding/Directional Kiosks & Signs throughout Southport
• Funding, creation and printing of new city walking maps with the City
• Southport’s Parks & Recs Department for Franklin Square Park & Garrison Lawn
• Fourth of July Naturalization Ceremony
• John N. Smith Cemetery Restoration & Preservation
• Shop Local Project, NC Maritime Museum at Southport, Spt-Oki lnterchurch Pantry
• Up Your Arts Banner Project
• Friends of the Library Spt-OKI Harper Library Reading Garden
• Weather Tower Preservation Donation
• Southport Wooden Boat Show, Military Appreciation Day, Garden Club Wreath

Project, Shred Events in Southport, Historic Society and so much more
• Southport Planter Boxes to further enhance the beauty of Southport

Our sponsorships and/or
co-sponsors
• Southport Concert Series
• Southport Summer Market
• Southport Spring Festival with the Kiwanis Club of Southport-Oak Island
• Winterfest Celebration (Festival, Flotilla & celebration overall)
• Support of local businesses via monthly newslett ers to over 900 people &

co-op opportunities as well as the execution of a Duke grant to help post Covid
• Support of area organizations and businesses via website &

social media & sponsorships

Downtown Southport, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) nonprofi t, 
all-volunteer organization supporting other 
volunteer organizations.

WHO IS
DSI

To learn more, please visit DowntownSouthport.org
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Second Annual “Southport Arts MAY-nia” 
scheduled for May 22 & 23, 2026

Downtown Southport Inc. (DSI) 

announced the second an-

nual “Southport Arts MAY-nia” 

to be held on Friday, May 22 and Sat-

urday, May 23 from 9 am to 3 pm 

both days. This free event will be held 

on the Brunswick Community College 

ARTS Lawn at 701 N. Lord Street in 

downtown Southport. 

    Southport Arts MAY-nia is a com-

munity-focused event that will include 

around 100 Arts & Craft Vendors, 

along with featured demonstrations by 

well-known art instructors and stu-

dents. The Southport Garden Club is 

planning a plant and herb sale, the 

Caswell Avenue Community Garden 

will offer educational information and 

tours of the garden and the Southport 

Unity Committee and Southport His-

torical Society will add some special 

events to this once-a-year event. 

Cape Fear Radio is providing a live 

remote and music for all to enjoy. The 

entire event is free to the public. 

    Randy Jones, DSI president said 

the organization received a huge 

amount of positive feedback from at-

tendees last year. “This event focuses 

on all areas of the creative arts 

thus showcasing painting to pottery to 

music to photography to metals, etc. 

It is such a wonderful collaboration 

between all these downtown South-

port organizations, the College and all 

the artists,” said Jones. 

    Last year’s Southport Arts MAY-nia 

drew people from all around the 

county and region. Presented by 

Downtown Southport Inc. and 

Brunswick Community College, it is 

also a collaboration with Southport 

Garden Club, Southport Historical So-

ciety, Southport Unity Committee, 

Caswell Avenue Community Gardens 

and Cape Fear Radio. 

    Anyone looking for more details on 

attending or becoming a vendor, 

should visit DowntownSouthport.com. 

    For more information contact 

Randy Jones 910.269.1779.     n 
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Your Luxury Home, Our Proven Results
When it comes to Southport’s premier properties, Hamilton Realty Group delivers. With a proven Luxury 

Program that includes unmatched marketing, polished presentation, and expert negotiation, Jack and Dana’s 
team consistently turn the area’s most exceptional AVAILABLE homes into SOLD success stories.

910.601.2344
Buy or Sell Your Luxury Property with 

Hamilton Realty Group!

HamiltonRealtyGroupNC.com
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Friday, June 26 
10:00 AM–4:00 PM: Fort Johnston-Southport Visitors  
Center and Museum Open. 
10:00 AM–5:00 PM: NC Maritime Museum Open at  
Southport. 
12:30 PM–3:30 PM: Old Brunswick Jail Open. Corner of  
N. Rhett Street/E. Nash Street. Hosted by the Southport 
Historical Society. 
4:30 PM: Welcoming Reception, Southport Community 
Building, Organized by Southport Women’s Club. All are 
Welcome to Attend. Sponsored by the Southport Lions 
Club. 
5:30 PM: Welcoming Ceremony. Fort Johnston Garrison 
Lawn. Sponsored by the Southport Lions Club. 
5:45 PM: Reenactment of the first 4th of July Celebration in 
Southport, presented by the NC Maritime Museum at 
Southport. Fort Johnston Garrison Lawn. Sponsored by the 
Southport Lions Club. 
6:00 PM: Brunswick Summer Winds Ensemble. Fort John-
ston Garrison Lawn. Sponsored by the Southport Lions 
Club. 

Saturday, June 27 
7:30 AM–10:00 AM: Freedom Run 5K-1 Mile. Southport. 
Waterfront. Sponsored by Novant Health. Entertainment by 
Cape Fear Radio. 
10:00 AM–4:00 PM: Fort Johnston-Southport Visitors  
Center and Museum Open. 
10:00 AM–5:00 PM: NC Maritime Museum Open at  
Southport. 
10:00 AM–5:00 PM: Summer Regional Art Show. Franklin 
Square Gallery. Hosted by The Associated Artists of  
Southport. 
12:30 PM–3:30 PM: Old Brunswick Jail Open. Corner of  
N. Rhett Street/E. Nash Street. Hosted by the Southport 
Historical Society. 
3:00 PM: 41st Annual Fire Fighters Freedom Competition 
& Apparatus Expo. Nash Street. Hosted by the Southport 
Fire Department. 
3:00 PM: Patriotic Concert - A Tribute to ALL Our Heroes. 
Sea Notes Choral Society. Brunswick Community College, 
Odell Williamson Auditorium. 
5:00 PM-9:00 PM: Patriot’s Ball, Southport Community 
Building. 

Sunday, June 28 
1:00 PM - 2:30 PM: Brunswick Arts Council presents: 
AARGH! A Pirate’s Life For Me! Melodrama & Vaudeville 
Fun at the Southport Community Building. 
2:00 PM - 4:00 PM: The Bellamy Joyner Post 213 - Every-
day Heroes, 530 W. Ninth St. 
3:00 PM: Patriotic Concert - A Tribute to ALL Our Heroes. 
Sea Notes Choral Society. Brunswick Community College, 
Odell Williamson Auditorium. 
5:00 PM: Gospel Fest. Franklin Square Park Stage, Featur-
ing Angela Primm. 
6:00 PM: World’s Largest Ice Cream Sundae. Franklin 
Square Park. Hosted by the Southport Fire Department. 
 

Monday, June 29 
10:00 AM–5:00 PM: Celebrating Art in Southport – Patriotic 
Art Contest & Porch Activity at Artisans Gallery on Howe, 
114 S. Howe Street. Hosted by Artisans Gallery on Howe. 
Presented by Southport Art Gallery Guild. 
10:00 AM–5:00 PM: Celebrating Art in Southport – Open 
House & Art Activity at Franklin Square Gallery, 130 E. 
West Street. Hosted by Franklin Square Gallery. Presented 
by Southport Art Gallery Guild. 
10:00 AM–5:00 PM: Celebrating Art in Southport – Re-
freshments & Kids’ Craft-Making Activity at Studio Artists of 
Southport, 715 N Howe Street. Hosted by Southport Studio 
Artists. Presented by Southport Art Gallery 
Guild. 
10:00 AM–5:00 PM: Celebrating Art in Southport – Patriotic 
Sidewalk Chalk Activity at Lantana’s Gallery, 113 S. Howe 
Street. Hosted by Lantana’s Gallery. Presented by South-
port Art Gallery Guild. 
10:00 AM–4:00 PM: Fort Johnston-Southport Visitors  
Center and Museum Open. 
10:00 AM–5:00 PM: NC Maritime Museum Open at  
Southport. 
 

Tuesday, June 30 
10:00 AM – 4:00 PM: Fort Johnston-Southport Visitors 
Center and Museum Open. 
10:00 AM – 5:00 PM: NC Maritime Museum Open at 
Southport. 
 

Calendar of Events 2026 
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5:00 PM - 7:00 PM: The Bellamy Joyner Post 213 - Every-
day Heroes, 530 W. Ninth St. 
 

Wednesday, July 1 
7:00 AM: Oak Island Beach Day - Contest Registration at 
the Middleton Park Rec tent. Hosted by Oak Island Parks 
and Recreation. Beach Day is sponsored by Cape Fear 
Radio - Middleton Park Stage. 
8:00 AM: Oak Island Beach Day - Volleyball at the Middle-
ton Park Complex. Hosted by Oak Island Parks and Recre-
ation. Beach Day is sponsored by Cape Fear Radio. 
8:30 AM: Oak Island Beach Day – Sandcastle Contest, 
46th Street SE & Beach Drive Access. Hosted by Oak Is-
land Recreation. Beach Day is sponsored by Cape Fear 
Radio. 
9:00 AM: Oak Island Beach Day - Horseshoes at Middle-
ton Park (Register at field by Softball Field). Hosted by Oak 
Island Parks and Recreation. Beach Day is sponsored by 
Cape Fear Radio. 
9:30 AM: Oak Island Beach Day - Stars, Stripes and 
Snouts Dog Costume Contest at Middleton Park Complex 
Stage. Hosted by Oak Island Parks and Recreation. Beach 
Day is sponsored by Cape Fear Radio. 
10:00 AM: Oak Island Beach Day - Cornhole at Middleton 
Park Complex. Hosted by Oak Island Parks and Recre-
ation. Beach Day is sponsored by Cape Fear Radio. 
10:00 AM–9:00 PM: Cape Fear Radio MCing at Middleton 
Park. 
10:00 AM–4:00 PM: Fort Johnston-Southport Visitors  
Center and Museum Open. 
10:00 AM–5:00 PM: NC Maritime Museum Open at  
Southport. 
10:00 AM–5:00 PM: Summer Regional Art Show. Franklin 
Square Gallery. Hosted by The Associated Artists of  
Southport. 
10:30 AM: Oak Island Beach Day - Freedom Scoot Baby 
Crawling Race at Middleton Park Complex Stage. Hosted 
by Oak Island Parks and Recreation. Beach Day is spon-
sored by Cape Fear Radio. 
11:00 AM: Beach Day - Splash for the Stars Pre-K School 
Age Reusable Balloon Toss at Middleton Park Complex 
Stage. Hosted by Oak Island Parks and Recreation. Beach 
Day is sponsored by Cape Fear Radio. 
11:00 AM–2:00 PM: Beach Day - Inflatables at Middleton 
Park. Hosted by Oak Island Parks and Recreation. 
11:00 AM - 2:00 PM: Large Field Games. Hosted by Oak 
Island Parks and Recreation. 

11:30 PM: Red, White and Blue Bucket Relay (6th-12th 
grade & 18+ Divisions) at Middleton Park Complex Stage. 
Hosted by Oak Island Recreation. Beach Day is spon-
sored by Cape Fear Radio. 
12:00 PM: Mic Drop for America Karaoke Contest.  
Registration Required. Hosted by Oak Island Parks and 
Recreation. 
12:30 PM–3:30 PM: Old Brunswick Jail Open. Corner of  
N. Rhett Street/E. Nash Street. Hosted by the Southport 
Historical Society. 
1:00 PM: Liberty Looks Costume Contest at Middleton 
Park Complex Stage. Registration Required. Hosted by 
Oak Island Parks and Recreation. 
5:15 PM: Flag Unrolling and Red, White and Blue Stream-
ers to the National Anthem. Hosted by Oak Island Parks 
and Recreation. 
5:30 PM: Welcoming Ceremony, Oak Island. Middleton 
Park Complex. Sponsored by the Southport Lions Club 
5:30-7:30 PM: Independence Eve: A Colonial Food &  
History Dinner, Southport Community Building. 
6:00 PM: Beach Day Concert - Extraordinaires at Middle-
ton Park Complex Stage. Hosted by the Town of Oak 
Island. Beach Day is sponsored by Cape Fear Radio. 
9:00 PM: Beach Day - Town of Oak Island Anniversary 
Fireworks. Oak Island Pier. Hosted by the Town of Oak Is-
land. 
 

Thursday, July 2 
10:00 AM–2:00 PM: Historic Chapel of the Cross. Guided 
Tours. St. Phillips Church, Southport. 
10:00 AM–5:00 PM: NC Maritime Museum Open at  
Southport. 
10:00 AM–11:00 PM: Trolley available from Southport Ele-
mentary, 701 W 9th Street. Sponsored by Intracoastal Re-
alty Corporation/Waterway Community. 
10:00 AM–7:00 PM: Arts & Crafts. Southport Waterfront. 
Sponsored by Beach Road Furniture. 
10:00 AM–10:00 PM: Merchandise Tent Open. Southport 
Waterfront Park. 
11:00 AM–10:00 PM: Food Concessions. South Howe 
Street. 
12:00 PM–5:00 PM: Summer Regional Art Show. Franklin 
Square Gallery. Hosted by The Associated Artists of Southport. 
12:30 PM–3:30 PM: Old Brunswick Jail Open. Corner of  
N. Rhett Street/E. Nash Street. Hosted by the Southport 
Historical Society. 
2:00 PM–3:00 PM: Red, White & Blue Freedom Flotilla. 
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Southport Waterfront Park. Organized by Cape Fear Yacht 
Club. 
2:00 PM-4:45 PM: Cape Fear Radio. Southport Waterfront 
Park. 
2:05 PM: Meet Miss NC. Fort Johnston Garrison Lawn. 
5:00 PM: A Salute to Veterans - Featuring Letters from 
Home, Southport Community Building. Organized by River 
Road Animal Hospital. 
4:45 PM: Reading of the Declaration. Southport Waterfront 
Stage. 
7:00 PM–10:00 PM: Oak Island Loggerheads vs. Shallotte 
Shallywags, Bill Smith Park. ***A portion of this game's 
ticket sales will benefit the festival. The Loggerhead’s July 
5 game is also benefiting the festival. 
5 PM-7 PM: Waterfront Stage Entertainment - Whiskey 
Ridge Outlaws. Southport Waterfront Park. Sponsored by 
State Port Pilot. 
7:30 PM–10:00 PM: Waterfront Stage Entertainment, The 
Conspiracy. Southport Waterfront Park. Sponsored by the 
State Port Pilot. 

 
Friday, July 3 

10:00 AM–2:00 PM: Historic Chapel of the Cross. Guided 
Tours. St. Phillips Church, Southport. 
10:00 AM: Meet Miss NC & Winners of the 2026 Miss NC 
4th of July Festival & Court. Fort Johnston Garrison Lawn. 
10:00 AM–11:00 PM: Trolley available from Southport Ele-
mentary, 701 W 9th Street. Sponsored by Intracoastal Re-
alty Corporation/Waterway Community. 
10:00 AM–7:00 PM: Arts & Crafts. Southport Waterfront. 
Sponsored by Beach Road Furniture. 
10:00 AM–10:00 PM: Festival Merchandise Tent Open. 
Southport Waterfront Park 
10:00 AM–5:00 PM: NC Maritime Museum Open at South-
port. 
10:00 AM–5:00 PM: Summer Regional Art Show. Franklin 
Square Gallery. Hosted by The Associated Artists of South-
port. 
11:00 AM–4:00 PM: Kid Zone. Taylor Field. Inflatables, 
water slides, live animals, crafts, entertainment, kidcentric 
vendors. Hosted by NC 4th July Committee, Brunswick 
Arts Council, Rotary and community groups. 
11:00 AM–4:00 PM: Humphrey Honey Bunny Farm Travel-
ing Petting Zoo. Taylor Field. 
11:00 AM–4:00 PM: Children’s Entertainment. Taylor Field 
Park Kid Zone. Organized by Brunswick Arts Council & 
Southport Rotary Club. 

11:00 AM–10:00 PM: Food Concessions. South Howe 
Street. 
11:00 AM-12:00 Noon: Wilmington Virtuosi Brass at Fort 
Johnston Garrison Lawn. 
12:00 PM–1:45 PM: Naturalization Ceremony. Organized 
by Downtown Southport, Inc. Fort Johnston Garrison Lawn. 
Sponsored by Downtown Southport, Inc. 
12:30 PM–3:30 PM: Old Brunswick Jail Open. Corner of  
N. Rhett Street/E. Nash Street. Hosted by the Southport. 
Historical Society. 
12:00 PM & 2 PM: Clicks of Confidence and Trick Horses, 
Southport, Taylor Field Park. 
2:00 PM: Meet Miss NC & Winners of the 2026 Miss NC 
4th of Festival & Court. Southport Waterfront Stage. 
2:00 PM: Flag Retirement Ceremony. Southport Waterfront 
Stage. Organized by Richard H. Stewart Jr. American Le-
gion Post 543 and Cape Fear Council of Boy Scouts. 
2:30 PM-4:30 PM: Cape Fear Radio. Southport Waterfront 
Park. 
4:30 PM–6:30 PM: Waterfront Stage Entertainment - Deep 
Creek Soul. Southport Waterfront Park. Sponsored by State 
Port Pilot. 
7:00 PM–10:00 PM: Waterfront Stage Entertainment & 
Street Dance - Sleeping Booty Sponsored by the State 
Port Pilot. 
 

Saturday, July 4 
7:00 AM–10:30 AM: Pancake Breakfast. Trinity Methodist 
Church, 209 E Nash St. Hosted by Trinity United Methodist 
Church. 
10:00 AM–2:00 AM: Historic Chapel of the Cross. Guided 
Tours. St. Phillips Church, Southport. 
10:00 AM–5:00 PM: Summer Regional Art Show. Franklin 
Square Gallery. Hosted by The Associated Artists of  
Southport. 
9:00 AM–11:00 PM: Trolley available from Southport  
Elementary, 701 W 9th Street. Sponsored by Intracoastal 
Realty Corporation/Waterway Community. 
10:00 AM–9:00 PM: Arts & Crafts. Southport Waterfront. 
Sponsored by Beach Road Furniture. 
 
10:00 AM–10:00 PM: Festival Merchandise Tent Open. 
Southport Waterfront Park. 
11:00 AM–10:00 PM: Food Concessions. South Howe 
Street. 
10:15 AM: Reading of the Declaration at the intersection of 
Moore and Howe Streets. 
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10:30 AM: Flag Raising Ceremony. Intersection of Moore 
and Howe Streets. Organized by Brunswick Town Fort  
Anderson. 
11:00 AM: Festival Parade. Moore and Howe Streets. 
Sponsored by WECT TV6 and Dosher Memorial Hospital. 
12:00 PM–5:00 PM: NC Maritime Museum Open at  
Southport. 
12:30 PM–3:30 PM: Old Brunswick Jail Open. Corner of  
N. Rhett Street/E. Nash Street. Hosted by the Southport 
Historical Society. 
2:00 PM: All Veterans Jump. Lands in Waterfront Park at 
this time. 
1:00 PM–3:00 PM: Coast Guard Activities. Waterfront Park 
Pier. 
1:00 PM–3:00 PM: First Responders Vehicle/Helicopter 
Display. Southport Waterfront Park. Organized by the City 
of Southport Fire and Police Departments. 

2:00 PM-3:00 PM: Old Smithville Cemetery Tour with 
Musette Steck. 401 E. Moore Street 
3:00 PM–5:00 PM: UPWA Live Pro Wrestling. Nash Street. 
12:00 PM-4:00 PM: Cape Fear Radio. Southport Water-
front Park. 
4:30 PM–6:30 PM: Waterfront Stage Entertainment - Salty 
Dawgs. Southport Waterfront Park. Sponsored by State 
Port Pilot. 
7:00 PM–10:00 PM: Waterfront Stage Entertainment - 
 Irresistible Groove. Sponsored by the State Port Pilot. 
9:00 PM: 4th of July Fireworks. Southport  
Waterfront Park. Sponsored by American Fish  
& Frying Pan. 
9:30 PM–10:00 PM: Band Returns to Waterfront Stage. 
Southport Waterfront Park. Sponsored by State Port Pilot.



Wilmington Virtuosi Brass
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The Wilmington Virtuosi Brass is 

a dynamic and rapidly growing 

ensemble of approximately 30 

professional musicians from across 

southeastern North Carolina, dedi-

cated to delivering powerful and  

engaging brass performances 

throughout the region. Founded just 

three years ago by Richard Hillson, 

the group has quickly established it-

self as a rising presence in the brass 

band community, recognized for its 

rich sound, musical precision, and  

energetic programming that blends 

traditional brass band repertoire with 

patriotic favorites and audience-

friendly selections. 

     In a short time, Wilmington Virtuosi 

Brass has achieved an impressive 

milestone on the national stage. In 

April, the ensemble competed in the 

North American Brass Band Associa-

tion National Competition, earning an 

outstanding 2nd place finish in its  

division. This accomplishment is  

especially notable given the group’s 

relatively recent formation and marks 

only its second appearance at the  

national level—an exciting reflection 

of its rapid growth and commitment to 

musical excellence. 

     The ensemble is also honored to 

have been invited to perform as part 

of the official North Carolina Fourth of 

July Festival in Southport. As the  

nation approaches its 250th anniver-

sary, Wilmington Virtuosi Brass looks 

forward to helping set the tone for this 

historic celebration with a spirited per-

formance on the Garrison Lawn. The 

July 4th program will be under the di-

rection of Southport’s former music 

educator, Steve Skillman, adding a 

meaningful local connection to this 

patriotic occasion. 

     Join Wilmington Virtuosi Brass on 

Thursday, July 3 from 11:00 am - 

12:00 pm for a lively and patriotic pro-

gram celebrating the pride, tradition, 

and enduring spirit of America.    n

2026 Southport Flag  
Lowering Event 

When: Monday May 26th - 
(Memorial Day) till September 6th -
( Labor Day) 
Where: Southport Waterfront Lawn 
Time: 7:30 PM 

   The event will begin Memorial 
Day Evening with sponsors Sisters 
of Southport and Downtown South-
port Inc. Our Mayor will speak to 
kick off the event and Jwantana 
Frink will be the guest singer. 
    

   Each week there will be a local 
non profit or civic group sponsor-
ing the event. The schedule will be 
released soon. 
   Please bring friends and family 
to share in this event.    n
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Downtown Southport, Inc.'s board president, 

Randy Jones recently confirmed the orga-

nization's $5,000 sponsorship of the NC 4th 

of July Festival's Naturalization Ceremony to be 

held at 12 noon on Friday, July 3 at Fort John-

ston/Garrison Lawn in downtown Southport. The 

ceremony will be preceded by a concert by the 

Wilmington Virtuosi Brass. 

     

The Naturalization Ceremony is a significant 

part of the annual NC 4th of July Festival and was 

recently confirmed by the Department of the 

United States Citizenship and Immigration  

Services. 

     

Jones said “Each ceremony over the years is a 

celebrated event. We are celebrating our nation’s 

history and all the immigrants who worked together 

to make America what it is today. This is an ideal 

time to welcome new citizens; especially this year 

as we celebrate America 250.” 

     

Downtown Southport, Inc., is a 501(c)(3) non-

profit organization based in Southport. For more 

than 200 years, Southport, NC has celebrated the 

nation’s independence. Annually, more than 

50,000 people visit the festival. 

     

For more details regarding the Naturalization 

Ceremony or festival overall, visit the N.C. 4th of 

July Festival’s website at www.nc4thofjuly.com.   n

Downtown Southport, Inc. 
Sponsors Naturalization 
Ceremony Set for July 3
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Pre Southport: 
     Special Education Teacher, 
Teacher Specialist, Assistant Princi-
pal, Principal, Director of Leadership 
Training; curriculum development; 
consultant/trainer for new principals; 
(Montgomery County Public Schools 
[MCPS], Montgomery County, MD) 
     Mark Twain Teacher of the Year 
Award; Mark Mann Principal of the 
Year Award. 
     Court Appointed Special Advo-
cate (CASA); appointed by Juvenile 
Court judge to serve as advocate for 
children abused or neglected in 
Montgomery County, MD 
Volunteer, Peerless Rockville 
(Rockville, MD Historical Society)  
Southport: 
     Vendor, Southport Market 
Volunteer, Dosher Memorial Hospital 
Flea Market 
Board Member, John N Smith 
Cemetery, LLC  
Member, St. Philip’s Episcopal 
Church Memorial Garden Committee 
Member, Sisters of Southport (SOS) 
Member, City of Southport Winterfest 
Tea Committee 
Lifetime Member, Southport Histori-
cal Society 
Lifetime Member, Friends of the 
Maritime Museum 
Volunteer, Southport Wooden Boat 
Show 
Board Member, Downtown  
Southport, Inc. 

New DSI Board Member

Ellie DeYoung

Friends of the Library  
Southport and Oak Island 

Events

 

Flowers are blooming, temper-

atures are warming, days are 

getting longer, and Friends of 

the Library Southport & Oak Island 

invites you to upcoming programs 

and events at your local libraries. 

May activities planned at Harper, 

109 W. Moore, Southport – Hurri-

cane Preparedness, Pizza & Board 

Games, Mayday Trivia, NC Reads 

book discussion with author Ron 

Rash, Crafting, Writing sessions, 

Lifelong Learners-Great Castles of 

Europe, and Southport History talk. 

Barbee, 8200 E. Oak Island Dr., 

Oak Island, offers – The 

Brunswick Saxes ensemble, Meet 

the Author – Helen Aitken, Barbee 

Bingo, Zen coloring, Monday 

Movie Matinee, and Lifelong 

Learners – The Mongol Empire. 

For the full calendar, visit: 

https://brunsco.libcal.com/ 

Sign up for monthly calendars at: 

https://www.brunswickcountync.gov/

903/Library-Newsletters 

Once More Bookstore at 727 N. 

Howe St., Southport (inside South-

port Realty) is open Monday 

through Friday from 10AM-4PM, and 

Saturday from 10AM-noon. 

Donations accepted on Tuesdays 

and Saturdays. 

 

    Friends of the Library Southport & 

Oak Island May Calendar – Pro-

grams and Events for Kids. 

May offers plenty of kids’ activities at 

your local libraries. Friends of the 

Library Southport & Oak Island in-

vites children ages 0-12+ to join in 

the fun at upcoming programs and 

events. Some May activities planned 

at Harper, 109 W. Moore, Southport 

– Lego Robotics, Lego Mania, Dun-

geons & Dragons, Story Time, Writ-

ing Club, and Summer Reading 

Program registration. Barbee  

Library, 8200 E. Oak Island Dr., Oak 

Island offers – S.M.ART KIDS CLUB, 

Creative Arts Club, Homeschool 

Hangout, Lego League, and Chil-

dren’s Storytime. 

    For the full calendar visit: 

https://brunsco.libcal.com/ 

Sign up for monthly calendars at: 

https://www.brunswickcountync.gov/

903/Library-Newsletters 

Once More Bookstore at 727 N. 

Howe St., Southport (inside South-

port Realty) is open Monday 

through Friday from 10AM-4PM, and 

Saturday from 10AM-noon. 

Donations accepted Tuesdays and 

Saturdays.    n
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Friends of the Library 
Southport & Oak Island 

 

Friends of the Library Southport 

& Oak Island invites you to 

welcome Spring by joining in 

on the fun offered at upcoming  

programs and events at your local  

libraries. Some springtime activities 

planned at Harper, 109 W. Moore, 

Southport - Pizza & Board Games, 

Ides of March Trivia, Mardi Gras 

Gnome crafting, NC Reads book 

discussion. Barbee, 8200 E. Oak Is-

land Dr., Oak Island offers - A True 

Crime Series “The Mysterious De-

mise of Colonel Hogan: The Bob 

Crane Murder”, Meet the Author - 

Maria Pease author of the Malicious 

Mystery series, learn about the Oak 

Island Lighthouse, Barbee Bingo, 

Zen coloring, and Monday Movie 

Matinee. 

    For the full calendar visit: 

https://brunsco.libcal.com/ 

Sign up for monthly calendars at: 

https://www.brunswickcountync.gov/

903/Library-Newsletters 

    Once More Bookstore at 727 N. 

Howe St., Southport (inside South-

port Realty) is open Monday through 

Friday from 10AM-4PM, and Satur-

day from 10AM-noon.  

Donations accepted Tuesdays and 

Saturday.    n



  When submitting ads & articles for the DSI 
 Newsletter, please remember… 
✦ Ads/articles are due by the 20th of the 
month prior to publication! 

✦ Send your ads as a PDF and JPG. 
(At least a PDF). 

✦ Remember the ads usually publish 
at the very end of the month prior 
(FYI on timing of message). 

✦ Make sure if you are promoting an 
event that you are following all City, 
State & CDC guidelines as well as 
you include all relative information on 
who to contact for questions. 

✦ One ad or article per issue as a 
standard guideline. 

✦ Realtors should not submit ads for 
specific properties. 

✦ DSI has the right to reject any material that is not 
   deemed appropriate for public viewing.  

                                 

When ads/articles are 
submitted, they are  
included in our newslet-
ters to hundreds of 
emails. And...put on our 
“Events” page on our 
website and on our  
social media pages. By 
submitting your mate-
rial, you agree to all 
these vehicles.

Please submit your material to: 
judy@southcoastnc.com
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Come Shop with Us 
 

Two Floors of Treasures 
Over 40 Vendors 

Antiques, Gifts, Home Décor, Vintage and Much More! 
 

Our new summer hours will start after  
Memorial Day until Labor Day 

Monday-Saturday 10:00am-6:00pm 
Sunday 12:00pm-6:00pm 

 
111 E. Moore Street 
Southport, NC 28461 

910-457-9569 
 

Like us on Facebook


