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P.0. Box 10127

Southport, NC 28461

Phone: (910) 279-4616

E-mail: info@downtownsouthport.com
Web: www.DowntownSouthport.com

DSI Mission Statement

Downtown Southport, Inc. is a non-profit volun-
teer independent organizafion. It is dedicated
to preserving the heritage and charm of South-
port. We encourage and support preservation
projects, cultural activities, education programs,
and tourism making the downtown Southport
area a vital, vibrant, year-round community for
cifizens and guests.

Downtown Southport, Inc.
Board of Directors
Randy Jones / President
Pam Lewis / Vice President
Dottie Nixa / Secretary
Peggy Popelars / Treasurer
Tish Hatem / Ex Officio
Linda Pukenas / Emeritus
Marion Martin / Festivals and Market Chair
Paul Fisher
Emily Humphreys
Sharon Lightbourne
Dina Rousset
Mary Ellen Watts Poole
Joanne Wesson

00 0000000000000 0000000000000000000 000

Content for the DSI Newsletter is due by the

20th of the month preceding issue date. Please

provide any announcements or ads in pdf or jpg
format.
Judy Beers
Newsletter Editor
judy@southcoastnc.com

Letter from the
President

Randy Joes

an you believe that the

holidays are upon us and we

are wrapping up 20257 As |
look back on the year that DSI has
had, | am very proud of all the
different ways we have continued to
support our community.

DSl was very excited to help
organize the inaugural Southport Arts
May-nia event. We worked together
with Brunswick Community College,
Southport Garden Club, Southport
Unity Committee, Caswell Avenue
Community Garden and Up Your
Arts to host such a wonderful event.

We continued our sponsorship of
the 26th Annual Naturalization
Ceremony, which is a major event of
The North Carolina Fourth of July
Festival. With the City of Southport,
Up Your Arts and Cape Fear Radio
we cosponsored the 2025 Southport
Concert Series in Franklin Square
Park.

DSI was a sponsor of a very
successful Wooden Boat Show and a
sponsor of the Up Your Arts Banner

Project. If you haven't already done
so, check out the banners downtown.

As you can see DSI continues it's
mission to support downtown
Southport in preservation, cultural
and educational programs working to
make Southport vibrant year round.

We are not done yet. DSI will be
very active during the holiday
season. DSI will continue it’s co-
sponsorship with The Winterfest
Flotilla and this year we will be
cosponsoring as a partner with The
Southport Historical Society’s Tour of
Homes. We have been helping with
the planning and some of us will be
involved the day of the tour with
hosting and facilitating this annual
event. This partnership is such a
great honor for DSI. To be asked to
be part of such an amazing event
truly cements our place in the
community as we move forward.
Please check-out the Winterfest
calendar of events and see all the
beautiful homes that will be featured
on the tour.

As we prepare for 2026, | want to
take a moment to thank the DSI
Board of Directors for all the hard
work they have provided to enhance
our lives and help to make the
community we live in shine. DSI also
knows the importance of
partnerships and we should feel
really lucky having worked this year
with exceptional organizations, non-
profit groups and people sharing our
mission. KEEP SOUTHPORT GREAT!
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WHO IS
DSI

. South
Downtown Southport, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, ,, / \Wimnt«ggfl Lsd
all-volunteer organization supporting other b M. 2010
volunteer organizations. s T

° Seacon in Fistornic Downtoun '.-Sa‘;(éﬁafz(
We are dedicated to: combEF7 - 14
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" Old Brunswick County Jail Tours
R (Sponsored by Southport Historical Society)

- Preserving the heritage & charm of historic, downtown Southport

- Promoting & encouraging educational, cultural & preservation programs ke i
- Promoting business, tourism & responsible growth in the downtown area T
- Making downtown Southport a vital, year-round community for citizens & visitors

Since 2013, CONTRIBUTED over $210,000
within southport including ...

- Way Finding/Directional Kiosks & Signs throughout Southport

- Funding, creation and printing of new city walking maps with the City

- Southport’s Parks & Recs Department for Franklin Square Park & Garrison Lawn

- Fourth of July Naturalization Ceremony

- John N. Smith Cemetery Restoration & Preservation

- Shop Local Project, NC Maritime Museum at Southport, Spt-Oki Interchurch Pantry
« Up Your Arts Banner Project

- Friends of the Library Spt-OKI Harper Library Reading Garden

- Weather Tower Preservation Donation

- Southport Wooden Boat Show, Military Appreciation Day, Garden Club Wreath

o
and Visitors' Center, 203 .
Tickels: $15 i advance - $20 day of the tour

urren

=N
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Project, Shred Events in Southport, Historic Society and so much more h‘r i W e
- Southport Planter Boxes to further enhance the beauty of Southport @L' INTERESTY

Friends of the Library M Fall Concert Ser

° °
our pre\IIOUS SpOﬂSOl’Shlps and / or supporting our Troops M Upcoming Even|

co-sponsorshipsinclude: = W

Southport, Inc, (DSI) Donat
to the Friends of the Library

« Southport Concert Series

« Southport Summer Market

- Southport Spring Festival with the Kiwanis Club of Southport-Oak Island

- Winterfest Celebration (Festival, Flotilla & celebration overall)

- Support of local businesses via monthly newsletters to over 9oo people &
co-op opportunities as well as the execution of a Duke grant to help post Covid

- Support of area organizations and businesses via website &
social media & sponsorships

L NDSIL "\
DOWNTOWN SOUTHPORT, INC.

,\_/\/\_/\/\/\/\
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To learn more, please visit DowntownSouthport.org

“ Thursdays in thg
October 26, 202

by Ll

Beautiful waterfront steeped
in history with great dining,
shopping, boating, and more.
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he 34th Annual Holiday Tour of

Homes will take place from
11 am to 5 pm on Saturday,

December 13, 2025. The coveted
event anchors the City’s Winterfest
Festival and is presented by the
Southport Historical Society (SHS)
and Downtown Southport Inc. (DSI).

Liz Fuller, President of the SHS
announced, “The SHS board of di-
rectors and Holiday Tour of Homes
committee members are excited to
welcome DSI as a partner for the first
time this year. We feel the missions
of our organizations are a perfect fit
to continue to expand upon the value
the Tour brings to our community.”

The Holiday Tour of Homes is part
of the City of Southport’s annual
week-long, Winterfest Festival and is
always held on the second weekend
of December. Over 100 volunteers

will be involved in organizing, pro-
moting and hosting this year’s Tour

along with the gracious homeowners.

Every guest ticket-holder will be wel-
comed by volunteer docents who
share the history and special fea-
tures of the homes. Every home on
tour has a story, a uniqueness and a
welcoming vibe. After several sold-
out years, the Tour Committee is of-
fering 1,000 tickets this year, thus
opening the door for more commu-
nity members and visitors to take
part in the tour.

This year, nine (9) homes and one
(1) church will be opened to ticket
holders. Randy Jones, President of
DSl is enthusiastic about the line-up
and added, “From historic homes to
restored/renovated homes to newly
constructed homes, we have a great
mix. The homes and church are also

’—L/\lﬁL(\_(\l_'
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Southport’s 2025 Holiday Tour of Homes
Planned for Saturday, December 13

in clusters throughout the City thus
making getting around even easier.”
Each year the tour primarily draws
people from Southport, Brunswick
County, New Hanover County and
throughout NC and SC. Jones stated,
“It's often a family tradition with peo-
ple dining in one of our many recog-
nized restaurants, visiting their
favorite shops, going on tour, then
enjoying the rest of Winterfest’s activ-
ities on December 13; including the
annual Flotilla.”

Tickets went on sale to the public
on November 19 at 10 am and have
been sold out. The tickets were
only available online at www.South-
portHistoricalSociety.org. The only
advance ticket purchase was for
paid members of the Southport His-
torical Society as of September 30,
2025. 1

Y00RIAS
SILIEREY
Music_Art Theater and Dance
upyou o)

alling Brunswick County
artists, it is time to apply for
the 4th annual Pole Banner
Project. Twenty Four
artists will be selected from a blind

4th annual Pole Banner Project

jury. Their work will be displayed on
banners along the main streets of
Southport. Use this QR code to

apply!
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When it comes to Southport’s premier properties, Hamilton Realty Group delivers. With a proven Luxury
Program that includes unmatched marketing, polished presentation, and expert negotiation, Jack and Dana’s
team consistently turn the area’s most exceptional AVAILABLE homes into SOLD success stories.

Your successful real estate journey begins right here with Hamilton Realty Group.

HLAMILTON
REALTY GROUP &P | -+~

HAMILTONREALTYGROUPN C.cOM | 910.601.2344
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2025 Southport

Holiday Tour of Homes
Sat.Dec.13 11 am- 5 pm

1,000 Tickets

SOLD OUT!

Thank you for

your support!

Presenting Sponsors

[BE]]
Domom Sompon el

House Sponsors

Coastal Painting & Improvements,
Intracoastal Realty, Edgewater 122,
Boo & Roo's, Bald Head Coffee, Dosher
Hospital, Sea Glass Realty, Wade's Jewelers




Volume 12

Autumn/Winter 2025

1. 774 Skipjack Circle,

Chris and Colleen Webster

Built in 2018, this home reflects the
timeless charm of the Craftsman
style with its welcoming front porch,
tapered columns on stone piers, and
wide gable accented by grouped
windows. A back porch extends the
living space outdoors, creating a
connection to both the garden and

2. 616 Arabella Lane,

Jack Rudnick

Built in 2022 by its current owner,
this home was inspired by the New
England farmhouses he once lived
in. With higher ceilings, wide mold-

; ing, and an open plan, it reflects the
- simplicity of Shaker design within a

modern farmhouse style. Upstairs,

3. 605 W. Owens St., Leigh and
Rhonda Armistead

Designed by retired Washington,
D.C. architect Sam Condit, this home
offers a modern take on the Crafts-
man bungalow. Completed in 2022,
it features an open floor plan with a
corner front porch and additional
porches that connect the living
space to the gardens. Craftsman de-
tails such as divided-light windows
pair easily with contemporary ele-
ments including a linear fireplace,

4. 310 College St.,

Shannon Huback,

Joseph Davis House

Built circa 1867 by Joseph Davis,
this home is among Southport’s earli-
est surviving residences. Original
hardwood floors welcome visitors in
the foyer, complemented by a dou-
ble-sided fireplace and Southport
bows. Extensive renovations have
thoughtfully updated the property

7

the neighborhood. Its turquoise sid-
ing, coral front door, and balanced
symmetry give the house a cheerful
presence, further enhanced by lush
landscaping and the display of twin
American flags. For the holiday tour,
it will be decorated for Christmas,
adding festive warmth to its inviting
design. Sponsored by Coastal Paint-
ing & Improvements.

the guest suite features built-in ship
berths, a nod to Southport’s maritime
history and a distinctive detail that
connects the home to its coastal set-
ting. Original artwork, much of it cre-
ated by family and close friends,
lends the house a deeply personal
sense of character and community.
Sponsored by Intracoastal Realty.

floating shelves, and artisanal light-
ing. Personal touches include a Gra-
ham & Brown Walker seascape
mural recalling the owners’ 2019 fif-
teen-day coast-to-coast walk across
England and hand-tended gardens
enhanced with custom fencing,
raised beds, and Ipe decking. The
eclectic decor reflects the owners’
love for travel and art, with North
Carolina works and artisanal furniture
adding warmth and individuality.
Sponsored by Edgewater 122.

with a modern kitchen, new master
bath, additional full bath upstairs, a
bay window seat, and refreshed
paint. Both front and back porches
have been reconstructed, and the
downstairs bath has been modern-
ized. The result is a home that pre-
serves its historic character while
offering comfort and charm for the
present day.

Sponsored by Boo & Roo’s.
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5. 308 N. Dry Street,

Myra and Robert Palmeter,

Mrs. Hester Ann Bell House

Built in the final decades of the 19th
century, this home was commis-
sioned by Mrs. Hester Ann Bell on a
generous lot extending from Dry
Street to College Street. Since its
early years, the property has wit-
nessed a number of changes, in-
cluding the addition of two dormers
in 1902, which enhanced its distinc-
tive roofline. A careful restoration in

6. 210 N. Lord St.,

Janet and Scott Fortney,

Joseph Bell House

Built in 1890 on one of Southport’s
“First 100” lots, this home features
distinctive historic details including
Southport bows, four fireplaces,
heart-of-pine floors, a coffered living
room ceiling with porcelain chande-
lier, and a vintage stained-glass
bathroom door. A carved figurehead

7. 119 N. Lord St.,

Rick and Linda Pukenas,

Robert Ruark Inn

Built in 1890 by renowned Cape Fear
River Pilot Captain Hawley Adkins,
the grandfather of celebrated author
Robert Ruark, this home has been
lovingly preserved as part of South-
port’s history. Restored in 2009, it re-
tains original details including
Southport bows, diagonal woodwork,

2000 brought the house into the
modern era while preserving its his-
toric integrity. Original hardwood
floors still grace the rooms, offering a
glimpse into the craftsmanship of the
past. The hallmark Southport Bow, a
detail unique to the region, can be
admired throughout both the interior
and exterior, uniting the home’s his-
toric charm with its enduring ele-
gance.

Sponsored by Bald Head Coffee.

in the living room and unique crown
molding in the primary bedroom add
to its character. Recent updates in-
clude new kitchen and bathrooms, a
swimming pool, backyard deck, and
complete landscape renovation. For
the holiday tour, this home will be
decorated for Hanukkah, offering a
meaningful contribution to our tradi-
tion of holiday homes.

Sponsored by Dosher Hospital.

a beautiful staircase, hardwood
floors, stained-glass lancet windows,
Victorian sash windows, four fire-
places and three porches. Newly
recreated features and period decor
honor its 19th-century character. The
addition of ensuite baths allows the
historic home to serve as a popular
Bed & Breakfast.

Sponsored by Sea Glass Realty.
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8. 200 N. Howe St.

Southport Baptist Church
Established in 1871, the original
building was a small, white-frame,
columned church facing Nash Street.
The following year, the nineteen-
member congregation purchased a
bell from Boston. In 1889, they
adopted their current name, South-
port Baptist Church. Soldiers from
Fort Caswell worshipped here during
World War |. During World War |1,

9. 209 E. Moore St.,

Hosted by innkeepers

Amy Coggins and John Mann,
The Carriage House Inn

Built in 1937, this distinctive double-
brick home retains much of its origi-
nal character. All four bedrooms and
baths still feature their original tile
and hardwood floors. The main floor
retains the original fireplaces, man-
tles, and hardwood floors, comple-
mented by the kitchen, sunroom, and
screen porch additions. Unlike many
houses in Southport this close to the

10. 311 E. Bay St.,

Judd and Ellen Moul,

Dr. Lorenzo Frink House

Built circa 1875 by Dr. Lorenzo Frink
and rebuilt in 1890 after storm and
fire damage, this home carries a
unigque legacy of physicians, with
both its original builder and its cur-
rent owner practicing medicine. The
house is also tied to Hollywood.
Actor Joseph Cotten, Frink’s great-
grandson, spent much of his child-
hood here, and in 2021-22 the
property was used in the filming of
Monster Summer (released 2024),

church member Susie Sellers, future
co-founder of the Southport Histori-
cal Society, published a newsletter
for Southport soldiers serving over-
seas. In 1928, each family con-
tributed $2 to turn the sanctuary to
face Howe Street. Miss Annie May
Woodside later donated the bell
tower in honor of her late father.
Through each change, the church
has remained a steadfast part of
community life.

water, this house has a full basement
that has been renovated as a living
space for the owners/on-site man-
agers. The grounds include the his-
toric carriage house and ancient live
oak trees that are prominent within
Southport. The carriage house inn
has had extensive restorations to the
landscaping, fencing, pathways, and
landscape lighting. Currently under-
going renovations and restorations,
the carriage house itself will be com-
pleted in the early spring of 2026.
Sponsored by Wade’s Jewelers.

starring Mel Gibson. A full renovation
between 2022 and 2024 preserved
original floors, the curving staircase,
and historic wood, which was repur-
posed into beams, mantels, and fur-
nishings. The basement retains
stage paint and cobwebs from the
movie set as well as a remarkable
discovery: Dr. Frink’s signature, writ-
ten in chalk on a beam and hidden
for generations. Today, the house
blends modern comfort with a deep
sense of history.

Sponsored by Sea Glass Realty.
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SHOP, DINE & ENJOY LOCAL

Downtown -

Spt-OKl Area Chamber of Commerce
Holiday promaotions, gift guide, and dining
updates from local businesses.

Info: www.shopsouthportoakisland com

STOREFRONT SHOWCASE

Downtown « City of Southport

Wote for decorated storefronts in festive
categories. Winners announced Dec 15

FRIDAY, DEC. 5
DOWNTOWM TREE LIGHTING
& PM - Whittler's Bench « City of Southport
The mayor lights the tree with Trinity UMC
Children’'s Choir, plus cocoa and cookies from
the Beautification Committes,

SATURDAY, DEC. &
WINTERFEST TEA
1PM : Community Building -
Winterfest Tea Committee
Holiday tea with entertainment. Tickets at FL
Johnston. Proceeds benefit local nonprofits.

SUNDAY, DEC.7
PET PICTURES WITH SANTA
2—4 PM - Indian Trail Meeting Hall -
APS & Police Dept.
Bring pets for photos with Santa plus treats
and activities. Donations accepted.

MONDAY, DEC. 8
SHOP-WITH-A-COP CONCERT
&8 PM - Franklin Square Park - Police Dept.
Concert by Back Porch Rockers + golf cart
decorating contest.

Deconber 53

For more information, please visit =
cityofsouthport.com/winterfest

WINTERFEST-IVAL OF TREES

&8 PM - Franklin Square Park -
Southport Garden Club

Decorated trees, crafts, games, Santa &
Crinch, carols, and refreshments.

Info: southportgardenclub.org

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 10
COOKIE CONTEST

330-5 PM « Community Building -
The State Port Pilot
Taste and vote for your favorite cookies,

Info: cookies@stateportpilot.com

SUPPER WITH SANTA'S ELVES

5-6:30 PM - 209 Atlantic Ave. - Parks & Rec
Kids enjoy pizza & a movie while parents
shop. $5/child. Preregister at 910-457-7945.

THURSDAY, DEC. 11
POLAR EXPRESS MOVIE
Dusk - Ft. Jahnstan Lawn -
Parks & Rec & Intracoastal Realty
Free autdoar movie with cocoa and snacks.
Bring chairs/blankets.

ERIDAY, DEC. 12
BOOKSTORE HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE
10 AM—4 PM - 727 N Howe 5t -
Once More Bookstore & FOLSOI
Cider, cookies, books, and gifts. Proceeds
support local libraries.

CHRISTMAS PARADE

630 PM (kids board at 530) -

Southport Fire Dept.

Parade along Moore & Howe Streets. Visit
from Santa following the parade.

WINTER ARTS & CRAFT FESTIVAL
10 AM-4 PM - Bay Street -
Community Relations

SANTA'S WORKSHOP
10-11 &AM - 209 Atlantic Ave.  Parks & Rec
Kids make ornaments, cookies, and crafts.

PERFORMING ARTS PROGRAM
11 AM-3 PM - Ft. Johnston Lawn - Up Your Arts
Performances include a barbershop quartet.

OLD JAIL TOURS

11 AM-5 PM - Old Brunswick County Jail -
Southport Historical Society

Tour the 1904 jail decorated for the season.

HOLIDAY TOUR OF HOMES

1M AM-5 PM - Downtown -

DSl & Southport Historical Society

Tickets $30 via Southport Historical Society
website

TRAIN & TOY SHOW
12-5 PM « Indian Trail Meeting Hall -
Crand Strand Model Railroaders

CHARLIE BEROWN CHRISTMAS PARTY
3-5 PM : Southport Community Building -
Brunswick Arts Council

Play, characters, Santa, games, contests,
photo booth, and more.

WINTERFEST FLOTILLA

& PM - Southport Waterfront -

Cape Fear Yacht Club, D5l & City of Southport
Lighted boat parade from Old American Fish
with student judges and live broadcast.

Adyerture

KAYAK

Where Your Adventure Begins

%\Q\Dta{mg 25 years of Advey, l

!['f)/

Kayak

Tours % Lessons » Sales & Rentals

910-454-0607

C .
%%%?}é@"—-

Grab your paddle & explore
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2025 Southport Downtown Southport, Inc.
winterfest Flotilla 2026 Calendar of Events

Southport Arts MAY-nia
Date: May 22 -23, 2026
Location: 701 N. Lord Street, Brunswick Community College Campus
Time: 9:00 am to 3:00 pm
DSI, Co-sponsored with Brunswick Community College, Southport Garden
Club,Southport Unity Committee, Caswell Ave Community Garden,
Up Your Arts

"""h..,_, '
Tk {_

L ]
,.
-
lil
g
K |
E
;
g

F « P———

Naturalization Ceremony
North Carolina Fourth of July Festival

or the 31st year, the Southport Date: July 3, 2026
FWinterfest Flotilla, co-spon- Location: Fort Johnston, Garrison Lawn

sored by Cape Fear Yacht Time: 12 Noon
Club, Downtown Southport Inc.
(DSI), the City of Southport, Ricky Tour of Homes
Evans Gallery, and the NC Maritime Date: December 12, 2026
Museum at Southport will illuminate Location: Downtown Southport
the waterfront. Bring chairs and Time: 11:00am to 5:00pm
blankets to enjoy the beauty of DSI, Co-sponsored with Southport Historical Society
Christmas lights bouncing off the
water on Saturday, December 13, Winterfest Flotilla
6p.m. along Southport’'s Waterfront. Date: December 12, 2026

The Flotilla route will showcase Location: Southport Waterfront

vessels from Old American Fish to Time: 6:00pm
Marker 19 near The Landings, then DS, Co-sponsored with Cape Fear Yacht Club, Rickey Evans Gallery,
return to continue down the ICW. City of Southport, NC Maritime Museum

This year, Cape Fear Radio will

broadcast live and students from the ] ] . { - ““?‘HE “

Southport Elementary School Art
Program will be judging the sail and
power boats of the Flotilla. The
Judges’ Artwork will be on display at
the NC Maritime Museum at South-
port during the month of December.
Come on down to the waterfront
and support all the Flotilla partici-
pants and enjoy the celebration”. W
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Thsughglol
BRING HOME THE J?Y

Mad Rlver
Aol ond) e

Making The Rooms You Live In The Rooms You Love

Mon-Sat 10:30am-5pm « 619 N. Howe « Southport, NC
910-363-6939 » www.MadRiverDesigns.com

12
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Southport Arts MAY-nia

May 22 - 23 9:00 am - 3:00 pm 2026

Brunswick Community
College ARTS LAWN

701 N. Lord Street
Southport

Arts & Crafts ¢ Plant Sales
Food Vendors ¢ Art Demonstrations
Entertainment ¢ Kids Activities

Sponsored by

ses A~ BRUNSWICK

oA~~~ COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Want to be a vendor?

Arts & Craft Vendors and Non-profits. ..
visit www.downtownsouthport.com

in collaboration with for a vendor application.

Southport Garden Club « Southport Unity Committee
Caswell Avenue Community Garden * Up Your Arts

The Dosher Flea Market
This Holiday Season!

Gently used clothing, toys, books, accessories, and home furnishings

129 E. Moore Street, Southport

Open Monday: 1-4 | Tues-Fri: 10-4 | Saturday: 10-1

A 501(c)(3) all volunteer thrift store. Proceeds help fund programs and [ )
equipment to enhance patient care at Dosher Memorial Hospital. %

13
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Start your holiday season in Historic Downtown
Southport

This year, we welcome back many of our traditional
WINTERFEST favorite events. Southport WINTERFEST
2025, the umbrella under which most of the city’s holiday
events fall, will include everything from a “Winterfest Tea”
to the “Southport Christmas Flotilla.” Twenty action-
packed events of WINTERFEST 2025 include many
events that will entertain adults and children of all ages.

December 5
Southport Downtown Tree Lighting Ceremony

In the Spirit of the Holiday Season, The Mayor will
light the City of Southport’s Downtown Christmas Tree at
Whittler’'s Bench for Southport’s Downtown Tree Lighting
Ceremony. The Trinity United Methodist Church Chil-
dren’s Choir will serenade us with time-honored Christ-
mas Carols. The Southport Beautification Committee will
provide hot chocolate and cookies. Join us on Friday,
December 5, at 6 pm to share in the Joy of the Season.

VISIT AND VOTE FOR
LOCAL BUSINESSES
THAT HAVE DECORATED

FOR THE SEASON!

SHOWCASE

HOLIDAY DECORATING CONTEST

SCANTO
VOTE

Shop, Dine & Enjoy Local This Winterfest.

All Winterfest long, the Southport-Oak Island Area
Chamber of Commerce reminds you to “Shop, Dine, and
Enjoy” local businesses! Discover unique gifts, holiday
dining options, and seasonal promotions from area mer-
chants all in one convenient place. From the Holiday Gift
Guide to updated restaurant hours, there’s something for
everyone. Explore more at: www.shopsouthportoak-
island.com

December 5—13
Fifth Annual Storefront Showcase

Southport businesses are bringing holiday cheer with
the Fifth Annual Storefront Showcase decorating contest!
From Friday, December 5, through Saturday, December
13, residents, guests, and visitors can use the Storefront
Showcase map, available online, to explore participating
shops and cast their votes. Categories include: Most
Community Spirit, Most Festive, Best Classic Christmas,
Biggest Surprise (wow! factor), and Best Overall. Partici-
pants may vote more than once in each category. Win-
ners will be announced on Monday, December 15, 2025,
with a special certificate awarded for Best Overall. Are
you a local business interested in participating”? Don'’t
hesitate; sign up today!

14
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December 6
Winterfest Tea

Join us for Southport’s Winterfest Tea, an enchanting
tea with special holiday entertainment sponsored by the
City of Southport Community Relations Department and
the Winterfest Tea Committee. Saturday, December 6, at
1:00 p.m. at the Southport Community Building, located
at 223 East Bay Street. Tickets will be $50 and are avail-

able at the Ft Johnston Visitors Center and Museum. Pro-

ceeds from this year’s event will benefit three local
organizations.

Tickets, priced at $50, go on sale November 1 and
can be purchased at the Ft Johnston Visitors Center and
Museum. Ten-top tables can be reserved for $450. To
reserve tickets and arrange for will-call at the Visitors
Center, please call 910-457-7927.
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2:00pm-4:00pm . :

Indian Trail Meeting Hall
113 W. Moore St

Bring your furry friends for a fun and
interactive experience presenting
a photo keepsake! s

$10.00 Donations accepted P
aws-/A\bilitiz

Proceeds to bennefit

December 8

Shop-with-a-Cop Concert

The Shop-with-a-Cop Concert featuring the BACK
PORCH ROCKERS is sponsored by Southport Police
Department. It will take place on Monday, December 8,
6—38 p.m., in Franklin Square Park. This year, we are
adding an exciting new addition of a Golf-cart decorating
contest! Have your cart decked out for the season? Roll
by and enter it to win. The Shop-with-a-Cop program is a
long-standing tradition in Southport. Applications and
more information about the program can be found here!

Presented by:
The City (]f&outhporl
Wintertest Tea Committee &

Community Relations Department

Southport
Winterfest Tea

December 6, 2025 | 1 p.m.
Southport Community Building
223 E. Bay Street

$50 per ticket/ $450 per table
Available for purchase at

Fonjohnsmn Visitors Center and Museum

December 7

Pet Pictures with Santa

Pet Pictures with Santa Sponsored by the City of South-
port Animal Protective Services and Police Department,
the Pet Pictures with Santa will take place on Sunday,
December 7, from 2—4 p.m. at Indian Trail Meeting Hall.
Bring your pets for a jolly picture with Santa. Enjoy some
pet-friendly activities and treats while you wait. Donations
will be accepted to receive your photo with a frame.

CITY OF SOUTHPORT
Police Department

3RD ANNUAL f‘

?L SHOP WITH A COP

CONCERT

RANKLIN SQUARE PAR
130 E WEST ST, SOUTHPORT §

December 8
6:00 PM-8:00 PM

“’T‘“ﬁ:ﬁ s
\IQ' I ’AII proceeds and participation
help support the Shop With A Cop program, )
bringing joy to local families during the holiday season 8
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December 9

Winterfest-ival of Trees

Southport’s Garden Club is looking forward to hosting its
first annual Winterfest-ival of Trees at Franklin Square
Park on Tuesday, December 9, from 6-8 PM. Individuals,
businesses, churches, and public entities will be invited
to register and display dozens of lit and decorated
Christmas trees throughout the Park. The trees will be on

ANNUAL
COOKIE
CONTEST

Wednesday. December 10
3:30 -5 p.m. L3
Southport Community Building s
223 E.Bay SL.

Sponsored by
The State Port Pilot

For informaltion or lo enler,
conlacl:
cookies@stateportpilol.com

December 10
Supper with Santa’s Elves

Bring your children to enjoy Supper with Santa’s Elves on

Wednesday, December 10, from 5-6:30pm. Parents will
be able to drop their children off, shop at local stores, or
have a romantic dinner. The children will enjoy a pizza
dinner and watch a movie. This fun event is sponsored
by the Southport Parks & Recreation. You must pre-reg-
ister by calling 910-457-7945. The cost is $5 per child
and is located at 209 Atlantic Ave., beside Southport
Gym.

Join us for a movie on
* the Garrison Lawn

snacks will be
provided by
Intracoastal Realty
Learn more at

cityofsouthport.com/

timers for beautiful evening walkthroughs. Be ready for
family fun: children’s crafts and games, visits with Santa
and/or The Grinch; children’s and adults’ caroling; sales
of holiday items and viewing of silent auction items. Light
refreshments will be provided. For more information and
to register a tree for the Park, visit www.southportgarden-
club.org. Be a part—come to Franklin Square Park!

December 10

The State Port Pilot Annual Cookie Contest
WINTERFEST continues with this year’s The State Port
Pilot Annual Cookie Contest (Sponsored by The State
Port Pilot) on Wednesday, December 10, 3:30pm—
5:00pm at the Southport Community Building. Free...
Come vote for your favorite! For information on entering
email cookies@stateportpilot.com. Watch for more
details in your copy of the State Port Pilot, the Holiday
edition of Coast magazine, on our Facebook page, and
at stateportpilot.com.

%ﬂ%%%w

Sponsored by
% Southport Parks & Rec.
December 10, 5-6:30 p.m.
$5 per child
209 Atlantic Ave.
Learn more at

cityofsouthport.com/
winterfest

December 11

Christmas Movie “Polar Express”

The Christmas Movie “Polar Express,” an annual favorite
WINTERFEST event, will be shown on the Fort Johnston
Garrison Lawn at dusk on Thursday, December 11. This
event is sponsored by Southport Parks and Recreation.
Chairs/blankets are encouraged, and hot chocolate

and snacks will be provided by Intracoastal Realty,
Southport.
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December 12

Once More Bookstore’s Holiday Open House 2 J 18 .. _ pLEAsgfoﬁuEF'u:Plh“. III'- -
Step into the spirit of the season at Once More Book- -
store’s Holiday Open House on Friday, December 12th, _ H 0 I_ I D A Y 0 P E N H 0 U S E

from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM, at 727 N Howe St, in the back
of Southport Realty. Enjoy hot cider, cookies, and books
under the outdoor tent, then step inside to discover
treasures like books, puzzles, signed pottery, and whim-
sical baubles. With donations arriving bi-weekly, our
shelves are always changing, from bestselling fiction

to rare finds and genres like nature, nautical, fantasy,
and more. Hosted by Friends of the Library Southport
Oak Island (FOLSOI), this festive day adds a touch of
literary magic to your holidays. Gift certificates make
great stocking stuffers, and every purchase supports
local libraries!

December 12

Light Up the Night Christmas Parade

Children, grownups, residents, and visitors, look forward

to the annual Light Up the Night Christmas Parade,

sponsored by Southport Fire Department. On Friday, De-

cember 12, at 5:30 p.m. the children will begin to board

e the fire engines at the Southport Fire Station. The parade
6:30 P.M. : begins at 6:30 p.m. Parade route: follows along Moore
A ot e . and Howe back to the Southport Fire Station. Following

; - the parade, children are invited to visit with Santa.

SPONSORED B
SOUTHPORT
FIRE DEPT.

ON BAvy STREET

December 13

Winter Craft Festival DME
Homemade Arts and crafts, homegrown winter vegeta- Open from 10:00am - 4:00pm
bles, cut flowers, homemade baked goods, honey, S o e
jeIIieS, and piCk|eS are onIy a few items that you will find UNIQUE CHRISTMAS GIFTS - HANDMADE
at the Winter Craft Festival on Saturday, December 13, AT fADE PRODUCTS, AND MORE!
from 10am—4pm on Bay Street. "”_‘CJ‘“——-"“—““-—-"T:’_“‘
/ ‘or more informe i i all: 910-45
* WINTERFEST | (
PERFORMING -

ARTS

December 13
Winterfest Performing Arts
Sponsored by Not to be missed, is the popular Winterfest Performing
S LI;F;:::; 3’:; Arts program, sponsored by Up Your Arts. Enjoy the per-
San - Yan forming arts, this year featuring a barbershop quartet on
Saturday, December 13, 11—3 p.m. on the Fort Johnston
Lawn.

.

2,
Y2
.-‘f"

bt |
)
=N

Fort Johnston Lawn

| \\M
»
|
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December 13

Santa’s Workshop

Sponsored by Southport Parks and Recreation. Decem-
ber 13, 10—11 a.m. Located at 209 Atlantic Avenue
(beside the Southport Gym).

Old Brunswick County Jail

Museum Tours
Sponsored by the Southport Historical Society

December 13, Located on the corner of
11AM - 5PM Nash & Rhett Streets

Learn more at southporthistoricalsociety.org

December 13

Annual Holiday Tour of Homes

Southport Historical Society’s Annual Holiday Tour of
Homes is scheduled for 11 a.m.—5 p.m. on Saturday,
December 13. Tickets are needed to join this tour and
can be purchased for $30 through the Southport Histori-

cal Society’s website starting on November 19th. Limit of

4 tickets per purchase. A special thanks to Downtown
Southport, Inc for helping to put this years program
together.

Santa’s

WOYKSIAoP

p‘l % 4 e |
Jecempe] 3 U =k

iy

December 13

Old Brunswick County Jail Museum Tours

The Old Brunswick County Jail Tours sponsored by the
Southport Historical Society will take place on Saturday,
December 13, from 11—5 pm at the Old Jail, decorated
for the season. The jail was built in 1904 when Southport
was the county seat, located on the corner of Nash &
Rhett Streets. This is a perfect time to come learn a piece
of Southport’s history.

PSR | |
34TH ANNUAL ' ’
HOLIDAY
g TOUR OF HOMES
~ N SATURDAY. DEC. 13. 2025
1AM -5 PM.

Proudly presented by the &5 )
L
Southport Historical Society
Clnd

Downtown Southport, Inc.

|_/\I'D'ST|_/\_/\|—|
DowNtowN SoUTHPORT, INC.

PR 8N
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Griain and oy Fhow
Indian Trail Meeting Hall

December 13th
12 p.m. to 5 p.m.

Thank you to Grand Strand Model Railroaders for
sharing their traveling layouts with us, including a
N scale model railroad layout!

December 13
A Charlie Brown Christmas Concert & Party

December 13

Southport Train and Toy Show

The Southport Train and Toy Show will take place at the
Indian Trail Meeting Hall on December 13th from 12 p.m.
to 5 p.m., thanks to the Grand Strand Model Railroaders,
who will be bringing their traveling layouts to share with
us. Among the highlights will be an N scale model rail-
road layout, built from a Woodland Scenics foam kit to
create realistic hills and terrain. The display also features
buildings, vehicles, people, and scenery from hobby
shops and online finds, showcasing how modelers use N
scale to create intricate, life-like scenes in a compact
space.

Hosted by the Brunswick Arts Council, A Charlie Brown
Christmas Concert & Party will be held December 13
from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. at the Southport Community

Building. Bring a donation for the Food Pantry.

.
“lotiva
, ‘Saturday, December 13

6 p.m.
Southport Waterfront

Learn more at
cityofsouthport.com/
winterfest

Bring a donation
for the food

pantry!
1 agtaty (P
©=3 [BRUNSWICK 172

\©)

December 13

Southport Winterfest Flotilla

For the 31st year, the Southport Winterfest Flotilla, spon-
sored by Cape Fear Yacht Club, Downtown Southport,
Inc. (DSI), and the City of Southport, will illuminate the
waterfront. Bring chairs and blankets to enjoy the beauty
of Christmas lights bouncing off the water on Saturday,
December 13, 6 p.m,. along Southport’s Waterfront. The
Flotilla route will showcase vessels from Old American
Fish to Marker 19 near The Landings, then return to con-
tinue down the ICW. This year, Cape Fear Radio will
broadcast live, and students from the Southport Elemen-
tary School Art Program will be judging the sail and
power boats of the Flotilla. The Judges’ Artwork will be
on display at the NC Maritime Museum at Southport
during the month of December. Come on down to the
waterfront and support all the flotilla participants and
enjoy the celebration
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When submitting ads & articles for the DSI
Newsletter, please remember...

4 Ads/articles are due by the 20th of the
month prior to publication!

4 Send your ads as a PDF and JPG.
(At least a PDF).

4 Remember the ads usually publish

at the very end of the month prior When ads/articles are

(FYT on timing of message). submitted, they are

4 Make sure if you are promoting an included in our newslet-
ters to hundreds of

emails. And...put on our
“Events” page on our
website and on our
social media pages. By
submitting your mate-
rial, you agree to all
these vehicles.

event that you are following all City,

State & CDC guidelines as well as

you include all relative information on

who to contact for questions.

4 One ad or article per issue as a

standard guideline.

4 Realtors should not submit ads for

specific properties.

4 DSI has the right to reject any material that is not
deemed appropriate for public viewing.

Please submit your material to:
judy@southcoastnc.com

|—|_|/\ID_SIL/\_|’\I_‘
DOWNTOWN SOUTHPORT, INC.

iy, W gy, S iy, TR i, O O e B gy,
el N P W N N P S P
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All our very best for a wonderful
Holiday & Christmas Season!

We are greatly appreciative for all
the referrals and to all our clients !

Brokers/Owners

gﬂdw e@(%ﬁ/edd @ a@m e_%é@y

o)
LS

SEA GLASS
REALTY"

SeaGlassRealty.com
910.620.9963 Office




