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P.O. Box 10127 
Southport, NC 28461 
Phone: (910) 279-4616 
E-mail: info@downtownsouthport.com  
Web: www.DowntownSouthport.com

Dedicated  
Service  
Involvement 
In the economic development, tourism and the  
preservation of historic Southport: making 
Southport a destination of southern culture.

Downtown Southport, Inc.  
Board of Directors 

 

Peggy Popelars - President 
Tish Hatem - Vice President 
Dottie Nixa - Secretary 
Marion Martin - Festivals & Market Chair  
Linda Pukenas - Marketing & Membership Chair 
Paul Fisher 
Emily Humphreys 
Randy Jones 
Dina Rousset 
Mary Ellen Watts Poole 

Content for the DSI Newsletter is due by the 
20th of the month preceding issue date. Please  
provide any announcements or ads in pdf or jpg 
format. 

Judy Beers 
Newsletter Editor 

judy@southcoastnc.com

Dosher to Host Ribbon Cutting and 
Lunch at Oak Island Medical Clinic 

   To celebrate completion of Oak Island Master Facility Plan 
Renovations. All are welcome. 

Dosher Memorial Hospital will 
host a ribbon cutting on No-
vember 18, 2024, at 12:00pm 

at their Oak Island Medical Clinic at 
4700 E. Oak Island Drive, Oak Is-
land. Lunch will be available directly 
after the ribbon cutting until 1:30pm. 
The ribbon cutting is to commemo-
rate the completion of renovations to 
the clinic space as outlined in Phase 
1 of Dosher’s 7-year Master Facility 
Plan.  The redesigned clinic added 
additional provider spaces, which 

will enable Dosher to expand access 
to primary care services for the local 
community. Staffed by Lorraine  
Gauthier, MD, Laura Strickland, DO, 
and Deborah Cobb, FNP-BC, the 
Oak Island clinic operates Monday 
through Friday from 8:00 am until 
4:00 pm. The ribbon cutting and 
luncheon on November 18th is open 
to the public, and all are welcome.  
Call the Office of Community Rela-
tions at Dosher at 910-457-3900 with 
questions or for more information.  n

    
   

n  End of Summer Bonfire 
   n  Dosher Hospital Bonfire 
 

 
 

   
n  U.S. Open Winners 

   n  Shop Local

Points of Interest 
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The Southport-Oak Island Area 

Chamber of Commerce will 

hold its 4th Annual Endless 

Summer Bonfire Beach Bash on 

Thursday, November 21, 2024, from 

5pm-8pm at The Lazy Turtle Ocean-

front Bar and Grill. The casual 

evening at the beach celebrates the 

business community illuminating the 

area businesses that make our com-

munity so special with a night of fun, 

food, dancing and our very own 

beach bonfire! Dance the night away 

as DJ Rodney spins your favorites, 

enjoy a taco bar, share laughs with 

those you haven’t seen in a while, 

wind down the endless summer night 

with s’mores and our very own beach 

bonfire! 

    

All businesspeople are welcome, 

regardless of Chamber membership, 

for this family-friendly event. Tickets 

must be purchased in advance. $30 

per person for members and $40 per 

person nonmembers. Children 12 

and under are 

free with paying 

adults. Ticket in-

cludes Dinner, 

Dancing. Bon-

fire, S'mores 

and 1 raffle 

ticket. 

    

The Lazy Tur-

tle Oceanfront 

Bar & Grille is lo-

cated at 601 

Ocean Drive, Oak Island. Purchase 

tickets in the registrations section at 

https://www.sptokimerchandise.com/ 

For more information contact the 

Southport-Oak Island Area Chamber 

of Commerce at (910) 457-6964 or 

visit the website at www.southport-

oakisland.com. 

    

The Endless Summer Bonfire 

Beach Bash is an event of the South-

port-Oak Island Area Chamber of 

Commerce, sponsored by Cattail 

Cottage, Cruise Planners Lina Di-

Cola, Cumulus Media, Dunes Mer-

cantile Gifts & Guitars, Edward Jones 

- Teresa Carroll, CFP®, AAMSTM, 

CRPCTM, Never Stumped Tree Serv-

ice, Margaret Rudd & Associates, 

Inc., REALTORS, Sea La Vie Travel, 

Sentry Self Storage, Southport 

Cheese Shoppe, Swanson Realty, 

The Landings of Oak Island, The 

Lazy Turtle Oceanfront Bar & Grille, 

The Pearl, Weikle’s Hometown Heat-

ing & Air, LLC.    n 

Businesses Gather to Celebrate the End of Summer  
@ Endless Summer Bonfire Beach Bash

PHOTO CREDIT: ZEB STARNES, ZEB STARNES PHOTOGRAPHY 



Kayak
Tours ★ Lessons ★ Sales & Rentals

Information & Reservations
910-454-0607

www.theadventurecompany.net
807-A-Howe Street, Southport, NC

Celebrating 24 years of Adventure!

Fall is a great time to be out on 
the water!  Come join us!

New and used 
kayaks on SALE!
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Dosher to offer 
hospital tour 
Wednesday  

November 13   
All are welcome 

 

Dosher Memorial Hospital invites 

community members to take an  

in-person tour of the hospital on 

Wednesday, November 13, 2024  

at 1:00 pm. This is to give local 

residents an opportunity to get an 

up-close look at the services  

offered and to have questions  

about the hospital answered by 

knowledgeable professionals. Tour 

group will meet in the front lobby of 

the main hospital building at  

924 N. Howe St., Southport. Space 

is limited therefore an RSVP is 

requested. Call 910-457-3900, or 

email marketing@dosher.org to 

reserve your spot.   n

 
Holiday Sale  

50% to 60% Discounts

Retro Boater w/Navy Brim 

$30.00 Now $15.00
Retro Boater w/Black Band 

$30.00 Now $15.00

Pick up or we will deliver  
to your location in the  

Southport/Oak Island area.  

Text Terry: 252-475-7359 
Text Judy: 910-523-1107 

Member: Downtown Southport, Inc.

Swinger with Chain Band 
Comes in Brown and Black 

(One Size) 

$48.00 Now $20.00

Crochet Ole´ 
Comes in Turquoise, Lavender and Pink 

(One Size) 

$48.00 Now $20.00

Santa Cruz Austrailian Wool w/Dove 
(One Size with sizing string) 

$40.00 Now $18.00



V o l u m e  11                                                                 I s s u e  11                                                          N o v e m b e r ,  2 0 24

6



The record-setting 46th Annual 
U.S. Open King Mackerel Tour-
nament was held Oct. 3-5 at 

Dutchman Creek Park. It attracted 
568 boats, beating the highest num-
ber of participants in the tournament’s 
history by seven boats set in 2021. 
Total purse was over $425,000. 

    

First place honors were awarded to 
Captain William Zeron and his crew 
Terry Eason II aboard FinZ from 

    

Southport, NC with their 41.85 lb., 
king mackerel beating the 2nd place 
team by .45 ounces. They won a total 
of $44,678.00 for their efforts. 

    

The second-place team, Scale 
Bound, led by Captain Trask Cun-
ningham of Little River, SC, brought in 
a king mackerel weighing 41.40 lbs., 
which won them a combined total of 
$21,807.00. 

    

In third place, Reel Trashy, led by 
Captain Hunter Harrington of Sanford, 
NC weighed in a 38.45 pound king, 
winning $60,939 including first place 
Single Engine and first place High 
Roller prizes. 

    

Fourth place received the biggest 
winnings with $114,222 going to Cap-
tain Brant McMullan and crew aboard 
OIFC boat out of Ocean Isle Beach, 
NC who weighed in a 37.25 pound 

king. Included in 
their prize money 
were winnings from 
the first place Lady 
and Super High 
Roller prizes. 

Fifth place 
honors and $27,589 
in winnings went to 
Captain Ben Cole-
man and crew Trey 
Mansfield & Katie 
Coleman aboard 

Ben Fish’n out of 
Southport, NC for their 35.80 pound 
king. 

    

The winners are determined by the 
weight of the fish; however, the total 
prize money is determined by the 
number of additional categories the 
anglers choose to enter in the tourna-
ment. 
    “We appreciate all of the captains 
and crews who fish with us year after 
year, and we welcome the new teams 
who joined us for their first US Open 
tournament. The extraordinary 568 
boats registered this year allowed us 
not only to extend the awards field 
from 55 to 80 places, but also made it 
possible for us to pledge a $12,000 
donation to Western NC storm relief in 
honor of all our anglers. We also ap-
preciate the people in the Southport 
and Oak Island communities, the 
sponsors, and the many volunteers 
who help make this the biggest, and 
best, king tournament on the east 
coast. We could not do this without all 
of their support!” said 2024 Tourna-
ment Board of Directors Chair, Carol 
Magnani. 

    

This was the fifth time the tourna-
ment was held at Dutchman Creek 
Park. Brunswick County Parks & 
Recreation officials worked with Tour-

nament officials to ensure a family 
friendly and fun event was held. A 
popular change in this year’s tourna-
ment was moving the awards cere-
mony to Rusty Hooks Dockside Grill 
and the crew pickup to Safe Harbor 
South Harbour Village Marina. The 
Brunswick County Sheriff’s Office pro-
vided marine traffic control on the 
water and the US Coast Guard pro-
vided rescue services. 

    

The U.S. Open King Mackerel 
Tournament is the largest king mack-
erel tournaments on the East Coast 
and has a $2 million economic impact 
on the region. It is held annually the 
first week of October and is an event 
of the Southport Oak Island Area 
Chamber of Commerce. 

    

Full tournament results are avail-
able at www.usopenkmt.com, video 
of the weigh-ins can be found at 
www.usopenkmtlive.com and photos 
from the weekend are available at the 
U.S. Open King Mackerel Tournament 
Facebook page.    n
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Left to Right: Terry Eason, II; Captain William Zeron and Carol 
Magnani (Chair of the US Open King Mackerel Tournament)

PHOTO CREDITZEB STARNES PHOTOGRAPHY

Winner 1 - Terry Eason, II; Captain William 
Zeron Celebrating their win at the Awards 

Ceremony

PHOTO CREDIT CHAMBER STAFF PHOTO

46th Annual U.S. Open King Mackerel Tournament Awards 
Over $425,000 in Prizes
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FRENCH WINE DINNER
Y O U ' R E  I N V I T E D  T O  A

   H O S T E D  B Y  F R E N C H  I M P O R T E R  
D E B R A  L E W I S   F R O M   V I N T A G E  5 9

M O N D A Y ,  N O V E M B E R  1 8 T H  @  6 P M

1 2 2  Y A C H T  B A S I N  D R ,  S O U T H P O R T ,  N C  2 8 4 6 1
C A L L  ( 9 1 0 )  4 7 7 - 6 1 3 0  T O  M A K E  R E S E R V A T I O N S

W W W . E D G E W A T E R 1 2 2 . C O M

J O I N  U S  E V E R Y  W E E K E N D  F O R
 O Y S T E R S  &  B U B B L E S  F L I G H T

6  O Y S T E R S  P R E P A R E D  3  W A Y S  W I T H  A
F L I G H T  O F  S P A R K L I N G  W I N E

W E  A R E  O P E N  E V E R Y  D A Y  F O R
L U N C H  &  D I N N E R  A N D

S U N D A Y  B R U N C H
E X P E R I E N C E  A  S E A S O N A L  M E N U

F O C U S E D  O N  L O C A L  S E A F O O D  W I T H
A N  A M A Z I N G  W A T E R  V I E W  
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Between Black Friday and 

Cyber Monday is a day dedi-

cated to supporting small 

businesses nationwide. It is called 

Small Business Saturday. In 2024 

Small Business Saturday will be cele-

brated on November 30th. American 

Express launched the first ever Shop 

Small Saturday in 2010 with the U.S. 

Senate unanimously passing a reso-

lution recognizing Small Business 

Saturday in 2011. 

     In 2023, American Express 2023 

Saturday Consumer Insights Sur-

veyed reported Small Business  

Saturday drove an estimated $17  

billion from U.S. consumer reported 

spending. Small businesses create 

economic prosperity for a local econ-

omy with .67 cents from every $1 

spent in a local small business stay-

ing in our community. From a report 

on Webwire* — “2022 Small Busi-

ness Saturday Consumer Insights 

Survey in which 72% of shoppers 

said Small Business Saturday makes 

them want to shop and dine at small, 

independently owned retailers and 

restaurants all year long. 

     The Southport-Oak Island Area 

Chamber of Commerce joined the 

movement as a neighborhood cham-

pion in 2010 and has been leading 

the way promoting Small Business 

Saturday for the Southport-Oak  

Island area ever since. As part of the 

Chamber’s ongoing efforts to support 

our small businesses, The Chamber 

will post an “Online Holiday Gift 

Guide” with great gift ideas and sug-

gestions from your favorite local 

shops. 

     Cyber Monday is just behind 

Shop Small Saturday and The  

Chamber has a one stop shop for 

your online purchases from our local 

small businesses as well — online at 

www.shopsouthportoakisland.com. 

     Giving Tuesday reminds us that 

our local non-profit organizations 

struggle to meet the ever-increasing 

needs in our community. Consider a 

donation, drop off non-perishable 

foods at a local Food Drive or shop 

at one of the local non-profit thrift 

shops which support the missions of 

our local not-for-profit human service 

organizations. If you need a list of 

non-profits visit the Chamber’s web-

site online directory at www.south-

port-oakisland.com. 

     We urge you to become an active 

participant in Small Business Satur-

day so that all our area shops, 

restaurants and businesses can ben-

efit. “Let’s light up social media by 

taking selfies at local small busi-

nesses on Saturday, November 30th 

with the hashtag #ShopSmall”, en-

couraged Karen Sphar, Executive 

Vice President of the Southport-Oak 

Island Area Chamber of Commerce. 

Sphar continued by saying “Shop-

ping small is a year-round activity 

and we encourage you to Go Local 

throughout the year”. 

     There will be new offerings from 

the“Online Holiday Gift Guide”posted 

daily on the Chamber’s Facebook 

and Instagram pages from Novem-

ber 5th to November 27th; you can 

request to receive the Directory E-

Mail by contacting the Southport-Oak 

Island Area Chamber of Commerce 

at 910.457-6964 or you can visit the 

Chamber’s blog located on it’s web-

site at www.southport-oakisland.com.

Shop LOCAL, SHOP Small this Holiday Season 
GO LOCAL -Shop, Dine and Enjoy Local This Holiday Season
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N.C. Maritime Museum  
November programs 

The North Carolina Maritime 

Museum at Southport has 

one public program sched-

uled in November. Here is infor-

mation on the Deep Dive program 

focusing on blacksmithing: 

 

DEEP DIVE INTO HISTORY: 18th 

Century Blacksmithing 

Nov. 9, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 

During the age of sail, blacksmiths 

were essential to keeping ships 

afloat. Learn about what items 

blacksmiths would create for the 

nautical industries and watch a 

smithy in action! The program is 

part of the museum’s free Deep 

Dive into History drop-in series, 

which gives visitors a deeper un-

derstanding of our shared past 

through costumed interpreters and 

artifacts. The program runs from 

10 a.m. to 3 p.m. and is designed 

for all ages. Registration is not re-

quired. For more information, call 

(910) 477-5151 or visit ncmar-

itimemuseumsouthport/events.    n 
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Proud to be part of 
Southport, NC ! 

Taking reserva琀ons for weekends in 2025! 

 

RobertRuarkInn.com                                      910.363.4169 
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Southport Garden Club  
2024 Live Wreath and Greenery Fundraiser 
Proceeds from the sale help support Southport Garden Club gardens,  
downtown flower boxes, community garden food-share program,  
and various community outreach projects.  The wreaths are from an 
award-winning company in western North Carolina.  

Order Deadline November 10, 2024 

          Order Online @ http://southportgardenclub.org/     

Or print and mail this form to:

Greenery Options: 

Fraser Fir Wreath 20” _____ @ $30 ea = ______ 
Fraser Fir Wreath 26”  _____ @ $35 ea = ______ 
Fraser Fir Wreath 30”  _____ @ $40 ea = ______ 
Fraser Fir Wreath 40”  _____ @ $80 ea = ______ 
Fraser Fir Door Swag 14” ____ @ $34 ea = ______ 
Fraser Fir Mailbox Cover 22” ___ @ $34 ea = ______ 
Fraser Fir Mantle/Table   ____ @ $37 ea = ______ 
       Centerpiece 28”                
TOTAL DUE FOR GREENERY $ ____________ 

Kay Ross 
5205 White Ibis Court  
Southport, NC  28461 
Questions:  
Email Kay at kross2536@gmail.com   
Phone: 859-509-0917 

Make checks payable to Southport Garden Club 

Dates for Pickup: Friday, Nov. 22nd (4:00-6:00 PM)  
     and Saturday, Nov. 23rd (9:00-11:00 AM)  
Address for Pickup: 702 N. Howe St., Southport, NC  
     (Corner of Howe and Owen Streets)

We will offer handmade bows for $10 at pickup. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Greenery Order Form – Keep the upper half for your records and send us the bottom half. 

Fraser Fir Wreath 20”  _____ @ $30 ea = ________ 
Fraser Fir Wreath 26”  _____ @ $35 ea = ________ 
Fraser Fir Wreath 30”  _____ @ $40 ea = ________  
Fraser Fir Wreath 40”  _____ @ $80 ea = ________ 
Fraser Fir Door Swag 14”   _____ @ $34 ea = ________      

Fraser Fir Mailbox Cover 22”____@ $34 ea = ________  
Fraser Fir Centerpiece 28”  _____@ $37 ea = ________ 

 

Greenery Total              $ __________ 
Gift donation to Club (optional)       $ __________ 
TOTAL ENCLOSED              $ _____

Name _________________________________________ Phone ___________________________________________  
 
Email _________________________________________ 



  When submitting ads & articles for the DSI 
 Newsletter, please remember… 
✦ Ads/articles are due by the 20th of the 
month prior to publication! 

✦ Send your ads as a PDF and JPG. 
(At least a PDF). 

✦ Remember the ads usually publish 
at the very end of the month prior 
(FYI on timing of message). 

✦ Make sure if you are promoting an 
event that you are following all City, 
State & CDC guidelines as well as 
you include all relative information on 
who to contact for questions. 

✦ One ad or article per month as a 
standard guideline. 

✦ Realtors should not submit ads for 
specific properties. 

✦ DSI has the right to reject any material that is not 
   deemed appropriate for public viewing.  

                                 

When ads/articles are 
submitted, they are  
included in our newslet-
ters to almost 500 
emails. And...put on our 
“Events” page on our 
website and on our  
social media pages. By 
submitting your mate-
rial, you agree to all 
these vehicles.

Please submit your material to: 
LPukenas@DowntownSouthport.com and 

judy@southcoastnc.com
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Lisa Fosbury, Broker  
919.523.0337 
Lisa@SeaGlassRealty.com 

Linda Pukenas Broker     
919.455.7745 

 

Linda@SeaGlassRealty.com 

SeaGlassRealty.com 
910.620.9963 O�ce 

Specializing in Southport, Oak Island, Caswell Beach, Bald Head Island, 
St. James ,  Boiling Spring Lakes, Bolivia & all of Brunswick 

 

Always focused on crea琀ng 
great memories! 


